
SSMS March PTA Minutes 

March 6th 

 

1. Welcome- (Irma Altman) Irma made a motion to accept February minutes. Seconded by Marie 

Eckrich.  Irma welcomed and thanked John O’Shea from the Board of Ed for attending the 

meeting. 

2. Treasurer’s Report- (Faith Varley) $4200 was brought in from Picture Day.  $300 was paid out in 

prizes for Reflections.  Balance as of the end of January was $24, 465.25. 

3. Committee Updates 

- Fundraising- (Josie Milano and Christine Verveniotis) Boxes are available for a lottery board.  

Each box is $20. There will be two $250 winners.  The winning numbers will be based on the 

last two digits of the Win 4.  Thinking of holding a happy hour fundraiser at one of the local 

bars to raise additional funds.  

- Curriculum Update- (Lou Medeiros) New York’s revision of the Common Core Standards 

were discussed.  Currently, critical thinking emphasized versus rote memorization.  The Next 

Generation Standards in math have been designed to prepare for college readiness.  Many 

feels as though the CCLS were rolled out too quickly without adequate training and 

resources. The Next Gen Math standards will be rewritten by experts in child development 

and the rollout will be slower and more measured.   Next Gen aims at more play-based 

approach to implementation.  Trigonometry may be reintroduced.  These Standards will be 

effect in 2021. There will be a pilot NWEA as an alternate adaptive test (60 minutes each for 

both ELA and Math); abridged time for each; two-day assessments. 2019-2020 there will be 

two-day assessments measuring current standards. Professional development will continue 

to prepare teachers for the Next Gen standards. Full implementation will begin in 

September 2020. By Spring 2021, the grades 3-8 exams will be based on the Next Gen 

standards.  In ELA, the CCLS focus on the 4 C’s - Four Cs - communication, collaboration, 

critical thinking, and creativity.  The Next Gen standards will be streamlined to build Lifelong 

Practices of Readers and Writers.  The anchor standards dropped from 34 to 28. Text 

complexity will be defined so that Lexile levels are easily converted. There will be a bridge 

between old standards and new standards.  

The 2018 grades 3-8 ELA test will take place from April 11-12.  The Math will be on 
May 1-2. The tests are 2 days and untimed. RVC will use paper and pencil test; 
computers will be used for field testing. Scores will have to be recalibrated with new 
exams, so scores will be reported later. 

- PTA Counsel- (Cindy Vaupel) Conversation at the last meeting was about school safety.  

Information will be shared later in the meeting. 

- SEP- (Kelly Lynch)- Dr. Johnson and Lehy will be holding a forum on April 11th in the Middle 

School Library.  

- Nominating Committee- (Marie Eckrich) PTA is still looking for one Co-Pres and two 

Fundraising chairs.  The jobs are manageable and there will be support.  Please consider 

volunteering or think about friends you know who may be interested. 

- St. Baldrick’s- (Irma Altman) The fundraiser will be held on March 24th from 12-4:30. There is 

still time to volunteer to be a barbers, shavee or pony tail choppers.  Community is asked to 

attend and support this great cause. 



4. Teacher’s Report- (Kaitlyn Keogh) This week is Foreign Language Week. Students will have the 

opportunity to participate in science labs run by the Cold Spring Harbor DNA Learning Center. 

There are some yearbook deadlines coming up: baby pictures should be uploaded online by 

March 9th; the last day to order a yearbook in May 1st; personal ads are due by March 28th. 

5. President’s Report- (Emma Travers)  

- The calendar for the 2018-2019 school year has been announced.  School starts on Sept 5th 

and ends on June 28th, 2009.   

- The grants committee has approved two grants: $490 for bean bag chairs; and $1000 for 

supplemental art supplies for CORE students. Teachers are encouraged to submit additional 

grants before the end of the school year.  

- Please attend the next BOE meting or email BOE members, at boa@rvcschools.org, if you 

have questions/comment regarding budget or other issues. May 15th is the budget vote and 

election of new board member.  

- The district wide school safety plan that was discussed at the last BOE meeting is available 

online. PTA is an advocacy group.  All members are invited to sign a letter that will be send 

to local legislators, Schumer, Gillibrand and Rice, that asks them to advocate the following 

gun safety laws and regulations: universal background checks and a license to purchase a 

firearm; ban on sale and possession of military-style assault weapons; and lifting the ban on 

research that studies the causes and effects of gun violence.  If we do not do things 

differently then you can’t expect different results.  All are asked to sign and hand in letters.  

They will be mailed in bulk to local politicians. 

6. Principal’s Report (Shelagh McGinn)-  

- Security Updates- Many procedures are already in place.  Everyone in the building must 

wear ID tags.  Everyone must sign in and doors are locked at all times. There will be 4 

lockdown drill during the year, as required by the state. Creating an anteroom in the lobby, 

where people are checked in/license scanned, before you are allowed to proceed into the 

lobby.  Whole building, teachers, staff, and security work together to keep everyone safe. A 

parent asked about security at night.  Ms. McGinn stated that there is security at night; two 

guards are present until 4:30 and one is there until 5:30.  This is an issue that is up for 

discussion. 

- Testing- if your child will be opting out of the State tests please email guidance counselors 

or principal in advance. 

- There will be an assembly on March 14th regarding the shooting last month at Marjory 

Stoneham Douglass High School in Florida.  Students will be asked to wear orange in support 

and there will be a presentation to honor the lives lost.  

- Acceptance Day was held for 6th grade.  The students watched Bully.  Every class had a 

lesson that dealt with the movie for the remainder of the day.  It was a great day and very 

impactful for many students. 

- On March 20th, Mr. Heron will be speaking at speaking.  Students who attend will receive 

extra credit in Social Studies.  

- The 8th grade community service project has begun.  Students are handing in project ideas.  

They have been assigned mentors.  Student have the option of coming up with their own 

idea or they can work with a group to support an already established organization.  The idea 



is to get students to participate in community service intrinsically rather that for a grade or 

because they are told to.  

7. New Business- It was explained that NYS moved the last Regents rating day to June 26th.  There 

needs to be time to finish and grade the exams.   That is why school will get out so late in June 

for the 2018-2019 school year. 

 


